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The Lord of Language

Some stories can affect people emotionally, but once in a while a story can call a person 

to escape to it. The Lord of the Rings is an enchanting story with masterful use of setting and 

sensational characters that engages readers and can move them to experience life in a deeper 

way. As a child, J.R.R. Tolkien lived in Africa until his father passed away. Then his mother 

moved them to England. Mrs. Tolkien made certain that her children learned literature and 

languages. It was probably due somewhat to his mother’s influence that Tolkien became who he 

was: an author and a linguist (Corday 24). 

Tolkien had a special interest in "obscure" languages, even to the point of creating his 

own. Tolkien also invented an entire world called Middle Earth where The Lord of the Rings 

takes place. Because he had invented this world, it had to bow to his will and rules. He was an 

accomplished linguist and this greatly helped his ability to “vividly portray and create in the 

reader’s mind Middle Earth, a place that no person has ever been” (Corday 16).
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